
Topic 5: 

The Creation Week and the Sanctuary 
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Gen 1:2 “And the earth was without form, and void; 

and darkness was upon the face of the deep.” 

This physical darkness is a symbol of the 

spiritual darkness in this world because of sin. 



 Eph 6:12 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 

against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 

the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 

high places”. 

Paul the apostle talks about the spiritual 

darkness that has engulfed this world. 



Genesis 1:2 “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 

the waters.” 

In a world of darkness the Holy Spirit was 

still around. 



Rev 17:15 “The waters which thou sawest… are peoples, 

and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 



The Spirit of God is convicting the entire world of 

its spiritual condition. 



John 16:8 “And when he is come, he will reprove the world 

of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment”. 



Gen 1:3 “And God said, Let there be light: and 

there was light.” 



In a world of spiritual darkness God pitched his 

tabernacle.  

Ex 25:8 “And let them make me a sanctuary; 

that I may dwell among them.” 



The first article—the altar of burnt offering—was 

always burning—shedding light to a dark surrounding. 



 Lev 6:13 “The fire shall ever be burning upon 

the altar; it shall never go out.” 



…reflects the light of Christ—His life and death for man! 

The first day light… …and the first article of the 

sanctuary—the light at the 

altar of burnt offering… 



2 Corinthians 4:6 “For God, who commanded the light to 

shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ.” 



John 12:46 “I am come a light into the world, that 

whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.” 



God’s light to dispel the moral and spiritual darkness is 

Jesus— “Sun of righteousness” Malachi 4:2 



The earth was in darkness, the symbol of its 

spiritual condition, when the Saviour was on the 

cross, dying as a sacrifice for humanity! 



Luke 23:44 “And it was about the sixth hour, and there 

was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.” 



In a world of darkness the Cross of Christ gives 

us light and hope! 



Gen 1:6 “And God said, Let there be a firmament in 

the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 

from the waters.” 



The  water, of the 2nd day, corresponds to the water in 

the laver, the 2nd article of the sanctuary. 



In a Christian’s life, after one accepts Jesus as the light 

of His life, he then proceeds to the waters for baptism. 



Gen 1:11 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth 

grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 

yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, 

upon the earth: and it was so.” 



The day 3 vegetation—which was for food—corresponds to 

the table of shewbread, the 3rd article, that had 12 pieces of 

bread, which symbolized God’s provision for man. 



Luke 4:4 “And Jesus answered him, saying, It is 

written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but 

by every word of God.” 

In the gospel context it represents the word of God, the                         

spiritual food for our souls. 



As physical food is essential for growth and sustenance so 

the reading and following of God’s word is for a Christian. 



Gen 1:14, 15 “And God said, Let there be lights in the 

firmament of the heaven … to give light upon the earth: 

and it was so.” 



The day 4 lights in the firmament corresponds to 

the 4th article of the sanctuary—the candlestick. 



Mt 5:14 “Ye are the light of the world.” 

When a Christian follows the word of God, he 

reflects God’s light to the world. 



Dan 12:3 “And they that be wise shall shine as the 

brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 

righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” 

The book of Daniel uses the language of the 4th day of 

creation—lights in the firmament—for God’s people! 



Gen 1:20 “And God said, Let the waters bring forth 

abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl 

that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of 

heaven.” 



The day 5 birds and fishes corresponds to the 5th article of 

the sanctuary—Altar of Incense, the life of prayer and 

witnessing.  



While Jesus was praying a bird—the Holy Spirit in 

the form of a dove—flies down from heaven. 



Luke 3:21, 22 “…it 

came to pass, that 

Jesus also being 

baptized, and 

praying, the heaven 

was opened, 

And the Holy Ghost 

descended in a 

bodily shape like a 

dove upon him”. 



After that the 

dove—the 

Spirit—led 

Jesus to pray 

for 40 days in 

the wilderness. 



After the symbolic dove experience of praying, Jesus 

gets into the symbolic fishing experience of witnessing! 



Matthew 4:19 “And he saith unto them, Follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men.” 



If we follow Jesus’ example of prayer life, 

we will be The altar of incense  

As the incense made the smoke ascend, the Holy Spirit 

helps us to pray.  

Rom 8:26 “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 

know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself 

maketh intercession for us.” 



Gen 1:26 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness: and let them have dominion…” 



The day 6 creation of man symbolizes the 6th article of the 

sanctuary—living in God’s presence like the angels! 



The angels of glory live in the presence of 

God—close to God’s throne. 

Rev 7:11 “And all the angels stood round 

about the throne”. 



As the angels of God live with God in heaven, we too will 

be living with God for eternity! 



Though man is made a littler lower than the angels, 

because of the plan of salvation we will be exalted higher 

than them! 



Heb 2:7, 8 “Thou madest him a little lower than the 

angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and 

didst set him over the works of thy hands.” 



8 “Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. 

For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left 

nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet 

all things put under him.” 



Rom 8:17 “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 

joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 

that we may be also glorified together.” 



Man—the crowning act of God’s creation—made in God’s 

image—will share God’s throne one day, forever! 



Rev 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 

me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 

with my Father in his throne.” 



Through the plan of 

Salvation, as revealed 

in the steps of the 

sanctuary, God is 

renewing the lost 

image in man! 

Col 3:10 “The new 

man, which is 

renewed in 

knowledge after the 

image of him that 

created him.” 



John 14:2, 3 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

Finally Jesus comes to take the ones who reflect His image,  

to live with God and the angels forever! 



Gen 2:2, 3 “And on the seventh day God ended his work 

which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from 

all his work which he had made. 

 3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: 

because that in it he had rested from all his work which 

God created and made.” 



The Sabbath of the 7th day of the creation week 

corresponds to the center of the 7th article of the 

Sanctuary! 



Ex 20:8, 10 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

 …the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God”. 



As Adam and Eve, reflecting God’s image, enjoyed the 

Sabbath in the physical presence of God, so will all, who 

are renewed in God’s image, have this eternal privilege! 



Isaiah 66:22, 23 “For as the new heavens and the new 

earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the 

LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it 

shall come to pass, that … from one sabbath to another, 

shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 




